
OUR SINLESS YET SYMPATHETIC SAVIOUR – Stephen Wallace (SW)

#1 Put Off The Shoes – Part I

Exodus 3:5   And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou
standest is holy ground.  

1 Selected Messages 244.1
The humanity of the Son of God is everything to us. It is the golden chain that binds our souls to 
Christ, and through Christ to God. This is to be our study. Christ was a real man; He gave proof of 
His humility in becoming a man. Yet He was God in the flesh. When we approach this subject, we 
would do well to heed the words spoken by Christ to Moses at the burning bush, "Put off thy shoes 
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground" (Exodus 3:5). We should come 
to this study with the humility of a learner, with a contrite heart. And the study of the incarnation of 
Christ is a fruitful field, which will repay the searcher who digs deep for hidden truth.  

1 Timothy 3:16   
And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into 
glory.  

Sons And Daughters Of God 22.4
This is the mystery of godliness. That Christ should take human nature, and by a life of humiliation 
elevate man in the scale of moral worth with God: that He should carry His adopted nature to the 
throne of God, and there present His children to the Father, to have conferred upon them an honor 
exceeding that conferred upon the angels,--this is the marvel of the heavenly universe, the mystery 
into which angels desire to look. This is love that melts the sinner's heart.  

6 Bible Commentaries 1082.6
The incarnation of Christ is the mystery of all mysteries.   (Letter 276, 1904)

5 Bible Commentaries 1128.8                                           
...The incarnation of Christ has ever been, and will ever remain a mystery. That which is revealed, is 
for us and for our children, but let every human being be warned from the ground of making Christ 
altogether human, such an one as ourselves; for it cannot be. The exact time when humanity blended with 
divinity, it is not necessary for us to know. We are to keep our feet on the Rock Christ Jesus, as God 
revealed in humanity.  

6 Bible Commentaries 1082.4
The incarnation of Christ is a mystery. The union of divinity with humanity is a mystery indeed, 
hidden with God, "even the mystery which hath been hid from ages." It was kept in eternal silence by
Jehovah, and was first revealed in Eden, by the prophecy that the Seed of the woman should bruise 
the serpent's head, and that he should bruise His heel.   

6 Bible Commentaries 1082.5
To present to the world this mystery that God kept in silence for eternal ages before the world was 
created, before man was created, was the part that Christ was to act in the work He entered upon 
when He came to this earth. And this wonderful mystery, the incarnation of Christ and the atonement
that He made, must be declared to every son and daughter of Adam. . . . His sufferings perfectly fulfilled
the claims of the law of God.   (ST Jan. 30, 1912)  
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Manuscript 76, 1903
Those only who have been entirely divested of self and selfishness and have been made partakers of
the divine nature, can understand, by the aid of their spiritual faculties, the ways and workings of 
God. To those who know Him not His ways are past finding out.   {3MR 358.1}  

Letter 280, 1904
This is a great mystery, a mystery that will not be fully, completely understood in all its greatness 
until the translation of the redeemed shall take place. Then the power and greatness and efficacy of 
the gift of God to man will be understood. But the enemy is determined that this gift shall be so 
mystified that it will become as nothingness.  {5BC 1113.3}  

John14:26
But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.  

Manuscript 124, 1903
When, on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples, they understood 
the truths that Christ had spoken in proverbs. The teachings that had been mysteries to them were 
made clear. The understanding that came to them with the outpouring of the Spirit made them 
ashamed of their fanciful theories. Their suppositions and interpretations were foolishness 
compared with the knowledge of heavenly things that now came to them. Their confused ideas were 
gone; they were led of the Spirit; and light shone into their once-darkened understanding.  {9MR 
123.3}  

Letter 69, 1897.10, 11
We want to comprehend so far as possible the truly human nature of our Lord. The divine and human 
were linked in Christ, and both were complete.    (To Brother Hardy, February 7, 1897.)  {8MR 447.3}  

Why it is so important to study deeply into this mystery.  (SW)

1.  Diligent study of God's word especially as it reveals the mystery of the incarnation can strengthen the 
mind and mold the character more powerfully than anything else.

1 Mind Character And Personality 91.2
As an educating power the Bible is without a rival. Nothing will so impart vigor to all the faculties as 
requiring students to grasp the stupendous truths of revelation. The mind gradually adapts itself to 
the subjects upon which it is allowed to dwell. If occupied with commonplace matters only, to the 
exclusion of grand and lofty themes, it will become dwarfed and enfeebled. If never required to 
grapple with difficult problems or put to the stretch to comprehend important truths, it will after a 
time almost lose the power of growth.    5T 24 (1882)  

7 Bible Commentaries 904.6
When we want a deep problem to study, let us fix our minds on the most marvelous thing that ever 
took place in earth or heaven--the incarnation of the Son of God. God gave His Son to die for sinful 
human beings a death of ignominy and shame. He who was Commander in the heavenly courts laid aside 
His royal robe and kingly crown, and clothing His divinity with humanity, came to this world to stand at the 
head of the human race as the pattern-man. He humbled Himself to suffer with the race, to be afflicted in all 
their afflictions.  

Review And Herald, December 3, 1889.12
There is much more embraced in present truth than many dream of. The minds of many are not put 
to the task of studying, that they may comprehend the deep things of God; but self and ease and 
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lazy habits must be overcome, if we would draw nigh to God, and have him draw nigh to us. Our 
minds must be employed to the full, or we shall fail of obtaining the deep, rich experience that God is
willing to give us. Every minister should seek to take in the meaning of the words of Christ: "For their sakes
I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth." Christ is the minister's example, and 
the minister should set upon the suggestion of the words of the Saviour, and become an example to the 
church of God.  

7 Bible Commentaries 904.11
...And the study of the incarnation of Christ is a fruitful field, and will repay the searcher who digs 
deep for hidden truth.   (MS 67, 1898)  

Review And Herald, December 3, 1889.9
...God's word is like a mine full of precious ore, and its truths will be the wealth of the mind. "Light is 
sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart." The riches of this mine are open to all;
its treasures are inexhaustible. Precious gems of truth lie beneath the surface, and every hour's 
search will be fully repaid. Store the mind with the principles of the gospel of Christ; seek with 
painstaking effort for the hidden wealth of God's word. All heaven is watching to see what man will 
do with the precepts and promises of Jehovah.
  

Why it is so important to study deeply into this mystery.  (SW)

2.   We endanger ourselves by setting ourselves up for deception.  Why?  Because with a limited 
understanding we will not be able to detect and reject subtle heresy.  (SW)

Bible Echoes, June 11, 1894.5
 If people would only search the Scriptures more diligently, false doctrines and heresies would be 
fewer. The test is written: "To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them."
  

1 John 3:5
And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.

Hebrews 7:26
For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens;  

Hebrews 2:17
Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.  
18For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.  

 
Hebrews 4:15

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Romans 8:3
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  

5 Bible Commentaries 1128.6
The incarnation of Christ has ever been, and will ever remain a mystery. That which is revealed, is for
us and for our children, but let every human being be warned from the ground of making Christ 
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altogether human, such an one as ourselves; for it cannot be. The exact time when humanity blended 
with divinity, it is not necessary for us to know. We are to keep our feet on the Rock Christ Jesus, as God 
revealed in humanity.    

Manuscript 94, 1893
Christ did not possess the same sinful, corrupt, fallen disloyalty we possess, for then He could not 
be a perfect offering.— (MR6, pp. 110-112). {CTr 213.6} 

Signs Of The Times, June 9, 1898
We should have no misgivings in regard to the perfect sinlessness of the human nature of Christ. 
Our faith must be an intelligent faith, looking unto Jesus in perfect confidence, in full and entire faith
in the atoning sacrifice.  {5BC 1131.4}  

Desire Of Ages 311.5
If that ladder had failed by a single step of reaching the earth, we should have been lost. But Christ 
reaches us where we are. He took our nature and overcame, that we through taking His nature might 
overcome. Made "in the likeness of sinful flesh" (Romans 8:3), He lived a sinless life. Now by His 
divinity He lays hold upon the throne of heaven, while by His humanity He reaches us. He bids us by faith in 
Him attain to the glory of the character of God. Therefore are we to be perfect, even as our "Father which is 
in heaven is perfect."  

Review And Herald, February 18,1890.6
If he did not have man's nature, he could not be our example. If he was not a partaker of our nature, 
he could not have been tempted as man has been. If it were not possible for him to yield to 
temptation, he could not be our helper. It was a solemn reality that Christ came to fight the battles as
man, in man's behalf. His temptation and victory tell us that humanity must copy the Pattern; man 
must become a partaker of the divine nature.  

In summary;

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 
-God was manifest in the flesh, 
-justified in the Spirit, 
-seen of angels, 
-preached unto the Gentiles, 
-believed on in the world, 
-received up into glory.  1 Timothy 3:16   
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