
Our Sinless Yet Sympathatic Saviour – Stephen Wallace (SW)

#10  Romans 7

1 Selected Messages 344    
The religious services, the prayers, the praise, the penitent confession of sin ascend from true 
believers as incense to the heavenly sanctuary, but passing through the corrupt channels of 
humanity, they are so defiled that unless purified by blood, they can never be of value with God. 
They ascend not in spotless purity, and unless the Intercessor, who is at God's right hand, presents and 
purifies all by His righteousness, it is not acceptable to God. All incense from earthly tabernacles must be 
moist with the cleansing drops of the blood of Christ. He holds before the Father the censer of His own 
merits, in which there is no taint of earthly corruption. He gathers into this censer the prayers, the praise, 
and the confessions of His people, and with these He puts His own spotless righteousness. Then, perfumed
with the merits of Christ's propitiation, the incense comes up before God wholly and entirely acceptable. 
Then gracious answers are returned.    

1 Selected Messages 344.3
       Oh, that all may see that everything in obedience, in penitence, in praise and thanksgiving, must 
be placed upon the glowing fire of the righteousness of Christ.   The fragrance of this righteousness 
ascends like a cloud around the mercy seat.   

Romans 7:1-4
 1 Know ye not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a 
man as long as he liveth?  
 2 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the 
husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.  
 3 So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: 
but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to 
another man.  
 4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should 
be married to another, [even] to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit 
unto God.  

Genesis 3:16
Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt 
bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.  

Romans 7:4 
 Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should 
be married to another, [even] to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit 
unto God.  

 Romans 7:5-8
5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our 
members to bring forth fruit unto death.   6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 
7  What shall we say then? is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I 
had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.   
8  But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For 
without the law sin was dead.
9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.  
(Paul's conversion-SW)
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Review And Herald, March 8, 1870.11
Saul did not commence a raid against the law in order to justify a life of sin; but when his mind was 
enlightened in regard to the claims of the law of God, he saw himself a sinner, a transgressor of the 
law. His sins were brought before him, and what was the result? Did he commence a tirade against 
the law which showed him that he was a transgressor? Is it in his heart to crucify that law? Oh no! 
he crucified the carnal mind which rises in enmity against the law of God. "Sin revived," says Paul, 
"and I," not the law, "died." Oh! when will professed Christians awake to see the brink of the 
precipice they are standing upon in refusing to acknowledge the claims of the law of God?   

Romans 7:10-16
10 And the commandment, which [was ordained] to life, I found to be unto death.  
11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me.  
12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.  
13 Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, 
working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding 
sinful.  
14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.  
15 For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.  
16 If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.  

Manuscript 122, 1901.1 and 3
As a result of Adam’s disobedience, every human being is a transgressor of the law and is sold 
under sin. Unless man repents and is converted, he is under bondage of the law, serving Satan, falling into 
the deceptions of the enemy, bearing witness against the precepts of Jehovah. Only by perfect obedience to
the requirements of God’s holy law can man be justified. Let those whose natures have been perverted by 
sin ever keep their eyes fixed on Christ, the Author and the Finisher of their faith.
Through faith in Christ, obedience to every principle of the law is made possible. Thus Paul learned that “the
law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” For our benefit he questions, “Was then 
that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in 
me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. For we know that 
the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.” [Romans 7:12-14.] 

Galatians 5:16, 17
 16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  
 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the
one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

Romans 6:4-11
 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of 
his resurrection:  
 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed 
(rendered powerless - SW), that henceforth we should not serve sin.  
 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.  
 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:  
 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over
him.  
 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.  
 11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 

2



Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Signs Of The Time, October 1, 1894.4
But though we are carnal, we are to reckon ourselves "dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. . . . But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye 
became the servants of righteousness. 

Romans 6:12   
               Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  

 6:13   Neither yield ye your members [as] instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves 
unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members [as] instruments of righteousness unto 
God.  

Galatians 5:17  
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the 
one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.  

The Sanctified Life, pp. 80, 81.
...But he who is truly seeking for holiness of heart and life delights in the law of God, and mourns 
only that he falls so far short of meeting its requirements.--  {RC 96.6}  

Romans 7:17-25
15 For that which I (carnal man) do I (spiritual man) allow not: for what I (carnal man) would, that do I
(spiritual man) not; but what I (carnal man) hate, that do I(spiritual man).  
16 If then I (spiritual man) do that which I (carnal man) would not, I (spiritual man) consent unto the 
law that it is good.  
17 Now then it is no more I (spiritual man) that do it, but sin (inbred sin) that dwelleth in me.  
18 For I (spiritual man) know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is 
present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.  (MH 452.4 below)
19 For the good that I (spiritual man) would I do not: but the evil (imperfect obedience, not wilful 
transgression) which I would not, that I do.  
20 Now if I (spiritual man) do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth 
(indwelling sin) in me.  
21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.  
22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:  (SL 81.1 below) (SL 7.2)
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.  ( Romans 8:20-23)
24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  
25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; 
but with the flesh the law of sin. (1SM 344.2-below)
 

Ministry Of Healing 452.4
The life of the apostle Paul was a constant conflict with self. He said, "I die daily." 1 Corinthians 
15:31. His will and his desires every day conflicted with duty and the will of God. Instead of following
inclination, he did God's will, however crucifying to his nature.  (He did that which the carnal man 
hated, the will of God.  He crucified self - SW)

Sanctified Life 81.1 
But he who is truly seeking for holiness of heart and life delights in the law of God, and mourns only
that he falls so far short of meeting its requirements. 
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1 Selected Messages 344.2

The religious services, the prayers, the praise, the penitent confession of sin ascend from true 
believers as incense to the heavenly sanctuary, but passing through the corrupt channels of 
humanity, they are so defiled that unless purified by blood, they can never be of value with God. 
They ascend not in spotless purity, and unless the Intercessor, who is at God's right hand, presents 
and purifies all by His righteousness, it is not acceptable to God. All incense from earthly 
tabernacles must be moist with the cleansing drops of the blood of Christ. He holds before the 
Father the censer of His own merits, in which there is no taint of earthly corruption. He gathers into 
this censer the prayers, the praise, and the confessions of His people, and with these He puts His 
own spotless righteousness. Then, perfumed with the merits of Christ's propitiation, the incense 
comes up before God wholly and entirely acceptable. Then gracious answers are returned.  {1SM 
344.2}  

Sanctified Life 7.2
 Those who are really seeking to perfect Christian character will never indulge the thought that they 
are sinless. Their lives may be irreproachable, they may be living representatives of the truth which 
they have accepted; but the more they discipline their minds to dwell upon the character of Christ, 
and the nearer they approach to His divine image, the more clearly will they discern its spotless 
perfection, and the more deeply will they feel their own defects. 

Romans 8:20-23
20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 
subjected [the same] in hope,  
21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.  
22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.  
23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.  

Romans 8:1-3, 13
 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit.  
 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.  
 3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh (our sinless substitute), and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  (as our 
valid example AND sinless substitute – SW)
13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live.  

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?  Roman 8: 31
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