OUR SINLESS YET SYMPATHETIC SAVIOUR – Stephen Wallace (SW)
#14 Tempted In All Things Like As We Are – Hebrews 4:15
“He is our sinless substitute, AND He is our valid example.” (SW)
“As sinless as Adam before he fell, but just as weak as we are.” (SW)
Hebrews 4:15
For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Signs Of The Times, May 29, 1901.11
Adam and Eve were given a probation in which to return to their allegiance; and in this plan of benevolence
all their posterity were embraced. After the fall, Christ became Adam's instructor. He acted in God's stead
toward humanity, saving the race from immediate death. He took upon Him the work of mediator between
God and man. In the fulness of time He was to be revealed in human form. He was to take His
position at the head of humanity by taking the nature but not the sinfulness of man. In heaven was
heard the voice, "The Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob,
saith the Lord."
The Youth's Instructor, June 2, 1898
Christ is called the second Adam. In purity and holiness, connected with God and beloved by God,
He began where the first Adam began. Willingly He passed over the ground where Adam fell, and
redeemed Adam's failure.-Letter 8, 1895
He was assailed with temptations in the wilderness, as Adam was assailed with temptations in
Eden. {5BC 1128.4}
1 Bible Commentaries 1083.6
In what consisted the strength of the assault made upon Adam, which caused his fall? It was not
indwelling sin; for God made Adam after His own character, pure and upright. There were no corrupt
principles in the first Adam, no corrupt propensities or tendencies to evil. Adam was as faultless as
the angels before God's throne. These things are inexplainable, but many things which now we cannot
understand will be made plain when we shall see as we are seen, and know as we are known (Letter 191,
1899).
1 John 2:16
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of
the Father, but is of the world.
Desire Of Ages 116.4
...With the terrible weight of the sins of the world upon Him, Christ withstood the test upon appetite,
upon the love of the world, and upon that love of display which leads to presumption. These were
the temptations that overcame Adam and Eve, and that so readily overcome us. {DA 116.4}
1 Selected Messages 279.2
Because man fallen could not overcome Satan with his human strength, Christ came from the royal courts of
heaven to help him with His human and divine strength combined. Christ knew that Adam in Eden, with
his superior advantages, might have withstood the temptations of Satan, and conquered him. He
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also knew that it was not possible for man, out of Eden, separated from the light and love of God
since the Fall, to resist the temptations of Satan in his own strength.
Signs Of The Times, June 2, 1898
Christ came to the earth, taking humanity and standing as man's representative, to show in the
controversy with Satan that man, as God created him, connected with the Father and the Son, could
obey every divine requirement. Speaking through His servant He declares, "His commandments are not
grievous" (1 John 5:3). It was sin that separated man from his God, and it is sin that maintains this
separation. {1SM 253.4}
Signs Of The Times, January 16, 1896.2
Satan declared that it was impossible for the sons and daughters of Adam to keep the law of God,
and thus charged upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If they could not keep the law, then there
was fault with the Lawgiver. Men who are under the control of Satan repeat these accusations against
God, in asserting that men can not keep the law of God. Jesus humbled himself, clothing his divinity
with humanity, in order that he might stand as the head and representative of the human family, and
by both precept and example condemn sin in the flesh, and give the lie to Satan's charges. He was
subjected to the fiercest temptations that human nature can know, yet he sinned not; for sin is the
transgression of the law. By faith he laid hold upon divinity, even as humanity may lay hold upon infinite
power through him. Altho tempted upon all points even as men are tempted, he sinned not. He did not
surrender his allegiance to God, as did Adam.
5 Bible Commentary 1130.8
He was to manifest no wonderful charms by which to attract attention to Himself. He came as a
representative of the human family before heaven and earth. He was to stand as man's substitute
and surety. He was to live the life of humanity in such a way as to contradict the assertion that Satan
had made that humanity was his everlasting possession, and that God Himself could not take man
out of His adversary's hands. (ST July 30, 1896).
Review And Herald, May 7, 1901.2
...Possessing our nature, though unstained by sin, and tempted in all points like as we are, Christ
kept the law, proving beyond controversy that man also can keep it.
Hebrews 4:15
For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Review And Herald, January 7, 1904 par. 7
Christ is our Leader. Clothing his divinity with humanity, he humbled himself, that he might stand in person at
the head of the human race. He laid aside his kingly crown, and yielded up his high position as commander
of the angels, who loved to do his bidding. For our sake he became poor, that through his humiliation and
poverty, human beings might be made rich, heirs to an eternal weight of glory. The Saviour came to the
world in lowliness, and lived as a man among men. On all points except sin, divinity was to touch
humanity. Living on this earth as a man among men, Christ answered in the affirmative the question,
"Can man keep the law of God?" He was tempted in all points as man is tempted, "yet without sin."
Manuscript 113, 1902.8
Adam had the advantage over Christ, in that when he was assailed by the tempter, none of the
effects of sin were upon him. He stood in the strength of perfect manhood, possessing the full vigor
of mind and body. He was surrounded with the glories of Eden and was in daily communion with
heavenly beings. It was not thus with Jesus when He entered the wilderness to cope with Satan. For

2

four thousand years the race had been decreasing in physical strength, in mental power, in moral
worth; and Christ took upon Him the infirmities of degenerate humanity. Only thus could He rescue
man from the lowest depths of degradation.
Youth's Instructer, June 2 par. 7
Christ was tempted by Satan in a hundredfold severer manner than was Adam, and under
circumstances in every way more trying. The deceiver presented himself as an angel of light, but Christ
withstood his temptations. He redeemed Adam's disgraceful fall, and saved the world.
Review And Herald, February 10, 1885.7
...He was made like unto his brethren, with the same susceptibilities, mental and physical. He was
tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin; and he knows how to succor those who are
tempted. Are you harassed and perplexed? So was Jesus. Do you feel the need of encouragement? So did
Jesus. As Satan tempts you, so he tempted the Majesty of heaven. Jesus, as your representative and
substitute, did not yield on the field of conflict; and in his strength you may resist and conquer. Every fallen
son and daughter of Adam may rejoice that they are prisoners of hope, and that Satan can be vanquished.
Review And Herald, July 28, 1874
Christ bore the sins and infirmities of the race as they existed when He came to the earth to help
man. In behalf of the race, with the weaknesses of fallen man upon Him, He was to stand the
temptations of Satan upon all points wherewith man would be assailed.
1 John 2:16
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of
the Father, but is of the world.
Desire Of Ages 116.4
...With the terrible weight of the sins of the world upon Him, Christ withstood the test upon appetite,
upon the love of the world, and upon that love of display which leads to presumption. These were
the temptations that overcame Adam and Eve, and that so readily overcome us.
Temperance 21.4
All are personally exposed to the temptations that Christ overcame, but strength is provided for
them in the all-powerful name of the great Conqueror. And all must, for themselves, individually
overcome. -- Signs of the Times, Aug. 13, 1874.
Evangelism 557.2
Where the precious seed of truth finds lodgment in the heart, through the workings of the Spirit of
Christ the receiver will discover the sinfulness of human passions, vanities, ignorance. All these must
be cleansed from the soul temple and the grace of God become an abiding principle. Then all the principles
of truth bloom in the garden of God--humility, meekness, patience, and love.--Letter 6b, 1890.
2 Testimonies 201.2
...He is a brother in our infirmities, but not in possessing like passions. As the sinless One, His
nature recoiled from evil. He endured struggles and torture of soul in a world of sin. His humanity made
prayer a necessity and privilege. He required all the stronger divine support and comfort which His Father
was ready to impart to Him, to Him who had, for the benefit of man, left the joys of heaven and chosen His
home in a cold and thankless world. Christ found comfort and joy in communion with His Father. Here He
could unburden His heart of the sorrows that were crushing Him. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief.
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5 Bible Commentaries 1130.2
When Jesus took human nature, and became in fashion as a man, He possessed all the
human organism. His necessities were the necessities of a man. He had bodily wants to be
supplied, bodily weariness to be relieved. By prayer to the Father He was braced for duty and for
trial. (Letter 32, 1899).
In Heavenly Places 155.7
. . . Though He had all the strength of passion of humanity, never did He yield to temptation to do
one single act which was not pure and elevating and ennobling.
2 Testimonies 508.2
...He was a mighty petitioner, not possessing the passions of our human, fallen natures, but
compassed with like infirmities, tempted in all points even as we are. Jesus endured agony
which required help and support from His Father.
Romans 6:12
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.
14 Manuscript Releases 294.3
...Often Satan conquers us by our natural inclinations and appetites. These were divinely
appointed, and when given to man, were pure and holy. It was God's design that reason should
rule the appetites, and that they should minister to our happiness. And when they are regulated and
controlled by a sanctified reason, they are holiness unto the Lord.
Manuscript 47, 1896
But men's natural appetites have been perverted by indulgence. Through unholy gratification
they have become "fleshly lusts, which war against the soul." Unless the Christian watches
unto prayer, he gives loose reign to habits which should be overcome. Unless he feels the need of
constant watching, ceaseless vigilance, his inclinations, abused and misguided, will be the means of
his backsliding from God. {14MR 295.1}
Adventist Home 127.2
The lower passions have their seat in the body and work through it. The words "flesh" or
"fleshly" or "carnal lusts" embrace the lower, corrupt nature; the flesh of itself cannot act
contrary to the will of God…
2 Testimonies 508.2
...He was unsullied with corruption, a stranger to sin; yet He prayed, and that often with strong
crying and tears. He prayed for His disciples and for Himself, thus identifying Himself with our
needs, our weaknesses, and our failings, which are so common with humanity. He was a mighty
petitioner, not possessing the passions of our human, fallen natures, but compassed with like
infirmities, tempted in all points even as we are. Jesus endured agony which required help and
support from His Father.
The following points by Stephen Wallace are in preparation for Part II of this lesson;
1. He will assume all the infirmities and weaknesses of degenerate humanity.
2. As a man in this deteriorated condition, He will be subjected to providential circumstances that will so stretch His
human powers, and augment natural appetites and passions of His sinless human nature as to enable Him to
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experience frist hand in all three catagories of temptations the full extent of man's weakness and inability to
overcome in his own strength, and the maximum intensity and strength of perverted appetites and passions of man's
sinful nature to induce him to yield to temptation.
3. In overcoming all these temptations, He will depend upon only those resources that by grace are available to
every man.
4. He will experience all this with a consciousness of guilt through the imputation of man's sin upon Him.
All of those He covanented with His Father to do, and to be tested under all those conditions so that He could know
what it's like to be tempted in all things like as we are. Yet at the same time Himself be without sin.
7 Bible Commentary 929.6
The Lord Jesus came to our world, not to reveal what a God could do, but what a man could do,
through faith in God's power to help in every emergency. Man is, through faith, to be a partaker in
the divine nature, and to overcome every temptation wherewith he is beset.
John 16:33
These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
Desire Of Ages 122.3
In our own strength it is impossible for us to deny the clamors of our fallen nature. Through this
channel Satan will bring temptation upon us. Christ knew that the enemy would come to every
human being, to take advantage of hereditary weakness, and by his false insinuations to ensnare all
whose trust is not in God. And by passing over the ground which man must travel, our Lord has
prepared the way for us to overcome. It is not His will that we should be placed at a disadvantage in
the conflict with Satan. He would not have us intimidated and discouraged by the assaults of the
serpent. "Be of good cheer," He says; "I have overcome the world." John 16:33.
Signs Of The Times, June 18, 1894.4
...Through the righteousness of Christ, our substitute and surety, our obedience to God's
commandments is made acceptable. Christ clothed his divinity with humanity, and endured the test
upon the point of appetite, ambition, and love of the world, thus making it possible for man to keep
the commandments of God through his imputed righteousness...

"Be of good cheer," He says; "I have overcome the world." John 16:33. {DA 122.3}
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