
OUR SINLESS YET SYMPATHETIC SAVOUR – Stephen Wallace (SW)

#7  What The Law Could Not Do

Isaiah 1:18   Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: 

5 Testimonies 48.3
 Are you in Christ? Not if you do not acknowledge yourselves erring, helpless, condemned sinners. 
Not if you are exalting and glorifying self. If there is any good in you, it is wholly attributable to the mercy of a
compassionate Saviour. Your birth, your reputation, your wealth, your talents, your virtues, your piety, your 
philanthropy, or anything else in you or connected with you, will not form a bond of union between your soul 
and Christ. Your connection with the church, the manner in which your brethren regard you, will be of no 
avail unless you believe in Christ. It is not enough to believe about Him; you must believe in Him. You must 
rely wholly upon His saving grace.  

9 Testimonies 267.1
Those who have permitted their minds to become beclouded in regard to what constitutes sin are 
fearfully deceived. Unless they make a decided change they will be found wanting when God pronounces 
judgment upon the children of men. They have transgressed the law and broken the everlasting covenant, 
and they will receive according to their works.   

 Romans 3:20   
...by the law is the knowledge of sin.  

Romans 8:3   
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  

Signs Of The Times, July 23, 1902.13
As a result of Adam's disobedience, every human being is a transgressor of the law, sold under sin. 
Unless he repents and is converted, he is under bondage to the law, serving Satan, falling into the 
deceptions of the enemy, and bearing witness against the precepts of Jehovah. But by perfect obedience to 
the requirements of the law, man is justified. Only through faith in Christ is such obedience possible. Men 
may comprehend the spirituality of the law, they may realize its power as a detector of sin, but they are 
helpless to withstand Satan's power and deceptions, unless they accept the atonement provided for them in 
the remedial sacrifice of Christ, who is our Atonement--our At-one-ment--with God.  

 “The sinful nature of mankind is the result of transgression of God's law by Adam and Eve.   {OHC 17.3} “      
(The compiler was not able to find this reference, so it was quoted as Stephen Wallace spoke it)

Steps To Christ 62.2
It was possible for Adam, before the fall, to form a righteous character by obedience to God's law. 
But he failed to do this, and because of his sin our natures are fallen and we cannot make ourselves 
righteous. Since we are sinful, unholy, we cannot perfectly obey the holy law. We have no 
righteousness of our own with which to meet the claims of the law of God. But Christ has made a way 
of escape for us. He lived on earth amid trials and temptations such as we have to meet. He lived a sinless 
life. He died for us, and now He offers to take our sins and give us His righteousness. If you give yourself to 
Him, and accept Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as your life may have been, for His sake you are 
accounted righteous. Christ's character stands in place of your character, and you are accepted before God 
just as if you had not sinned.     
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Review And Herald, September 3, 1901.2
But that which God required of Adam in paradise before the fall, He requires in this age of the world 
from those who would follow Him,--perfect obedience to His law. But righteousness without a blemish 
can be obtained only through the imputed righteousness of Christ. Through the provision that God has made
for the forgiveness and restoration of sinners, the same requirements may be fulfilled by men today that 
were given to Adam in Eden.  

Steps To Christ 62.1
The condition of eternal life is now just what it always has been,--just what it was in Paradise before 
the fall of our first parents,--perfect obedience to the law of God, perfect righteousness. If eternal life 
were granted on any condition short of this, then the happiness of the whole universe would be imperiled. 
The way would be open for sin, with all its train of woe and misery, to be immortalized.    

Matthew  5:48
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.  

7 Bible Commentary 951.3
"Sin is the transgression of the law." This is the only definition of sin. Without the law there can be 
no transgression. "By the law is the knowledge of sin." The standard of righteousness is exceeding 
broad, prohibiting every evil thing.   (MS 27, 1899).   

Psalms 119:96
I have seen an end of all perfection: but thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

Review And Herald, February 4, 1890.1
We have only glimmering light in regard to the exceeding breadth of the law of God. The law spoken 
from Sinai is a transcript of God's character. Many who claim to be teachers of the truth have no conception 
of what they are handling when they are presenting the law to the people, because they have not studied it; 
they have not put their mental powers to the task of understanding its significance. Their God-given powers 
are diverted and misapplied, and they come far short of apprehending what is truth. They have a smattering 
of knowledge, but they do not understand the relation of Christ to the law, and cannot present it in such a 
way as to unfold the plan of salvation to their hearers; for they do not let Christ into their hearts, or bring him 
into their discourses. They do not feel in their souls that they must plow deeper in their search for truth, so 
that they may declare the whole counsel of God.  

Fundamental Of Christian Education 238.1
Satan ever seeks to make obscure the truths that are plain, and Christ ever seeks to open the mind to 
comprehend every essential truth concerning the salvation of fallen man. To this day there are still aspects 
of truth which are dimly seen, connections that are not understood, and far-reaching depths in the law of 
God that are uncomprehended. There is immeasurable breadth, dignity, and glory in the law of God; 
and yet the religious world has set aside this law, as did the Jews, to exalt the traditions and commandments
of men. Before the days of Christ, men asked in vain, "What is truth?" Darkness covered the earth, and 
gross darkness the people.     

Romans 3:23   
For all have sinned, and come short (Greek: are continually coming short) of the glory of God;

  
1 John 1:8   I

f we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

Review And Herald, November 29, 1887.12
From the cross to the crown there is earnest work to be done. There is wrestling with inbred sin; 
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there is warfare against outward wrong.    

3 Testimonies 361.1
The history of the Israelites presents before us the great danger of deception. Many do not have a sense 
of the sinfulness of their own natures nor of the grace of forgiveness. They are in nature's darkness, 
subject to temptations and to great deception. They are far from God; yet they take great satisfaction in 
their lives, when their conduct is abhorred of God. This class will ever be at war with the leadings of the 
Spirit of God, especially with reproof. They do not wish to be disturbed. Occasionally they have selfish fears 
and good purposes, and sometimes anxious thoughts and convictions; but they have not a depth of 
experience, because they are not riveted to the eternal Rock. This class never see the necessity of the plain 
testimony. Sin does not appear so exceedingly sinful to them for the very reason that they are not walking in 
the light as Christ is in the light.  

Desire Of Ages 494.4
Only he who sees his own sinfulness can discern the preciousness of the Saviour.     

Steps To Christ 65.1
No deep-seated love for Jesus can dwell in the heart that does not realize its own sinfulness. The 
soul that is transformed by the grace of Christ will admire His divine character; but if we do not see our own 
moral deformity, it is unmistakable evidence that we have not had a view of the beauty and excellence of 
Christ.   

Review And Herald, April 23, 1901.1
"By the law is the knowledge of sin." The standard of righteousness, it is exceeding broad, 
prohibiting every evil thing.     (Include the following)

Review And Herald, May 4, 1886.7
The inborn evil of the natural heart was permitted to grow and strengthen. Even the house of God was 
not revered.  

“We can't give Christ the same nature that we have, or He would have to have the same inborn evil in His 
natural heart.”   (SW)

Great Controversy 505.2
God declares: "I will put enmity." This enmity is not naturally entertained. When man transgressed the 
divine law, his nature became evil, and he was in harmony, and not at variance, with Satan. There 
exists naturally no enmity between sinful man and the originator of sin. Both became evil through 
apostasy.     

Ministry Of Healing 175.1
[Note the synonyms in this paragraph]  Those who put their trust in Christ are not to be enslaved by 
any hereditary or cultivated habit or tendency. Instead of being held in bondage to the lower nature, 
they are to rule every appetite and passion. God has not left us to battle with evil in our own finite 
strength. Whatever may be our inherited or cultivated tendencies to wrong, we can overcome 
through the power that He is ready to impart.  

Acts Of The Apostles 476.3
But because this experience is his, the Christian is not therefore to fold his hands, content with that which 
has been accomplished for him. He who has determined to enter the spiritual kingdom will find that all the 
powers and passions of unregenerate nature, backed by the forces of the kingdom of darkness, are arrayed 
against him. Each day he must renew his consecration, each day do battle with evil. Old habits, 
hereditary tendencies to wrong, will strive for the mastery, and against these he is to be ever on 
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guard, striving in Christ's strength for victory.     

Review And Herald, September 17, 1895.7
Human nature is depraved, and is justly condemned by a holy God. But provision is made for the 
repenting sinner, so that by faith in the atonement of the only begotten Son of God, he may receive 
forgiveness of sin, find justification, receive adoption into the heavenly family, and become an inheritor of the
kingdom of God. Transformation of character is wrought through the operation of the Holy Spirit, which 
works upon the human agent, implanting in him, according to his desire and consent to have it done, a new 
nature. The image of God is restored to the soul, and day by day he is strengthened and renewed by grace, 
and is enabled more and more perfectly to reflect the character of Christ in righteousness and true holiness. 

Signs Of The Times, August 21, 1884.4
We are sinful by nature, and so are commanded to be zealous and repent. If we regard iniquity in our 
hearts, the Lord will not hear us; but the prayer of the penitent, contrite soul is always accepted. When all 
known wrongs are righted, we may believe that God will answer our petitions. We must do what we can on 
our part; but our own merit will never commend us to the favor of God. It is the worthiness of Jesus that will 
save us, his blood that will cleanse us.  {ST, August 21, 1884 par. 4}  {Becho Dec, 1887}

Signs Of The Times, April 30, 1896.5
 It is evident that where a claim to sinlessness is made, there the law of God has not been written in the 
heart; for the commandments of God are exceeding broad, and are discerners of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.    {ST, April 30, 1896 par. 5}   “The law of Jehovah is exceeding broad...this holy 
law of God may be violated even in the thoughts, feelings and desires as well as in the word and 
deed .”   Lt 51, 1888. (HC 140.)  {1MCP 32.4}   (parallel the next statement)

Manuscript 72, 1901.6, 7
Until the requirements of the holy law were applied as the rule of life, fallen man could not understand his 
own guilt, nor realize his condemned, lost condition. Jesus made application of the law directly to the 
soul, and laid under its jurisdiction the will and desires and works of man. Wrongdoing and all 
thoughts and feelings condemned by the law are to be overcome. 

Ministry Of Healing 452.4
The life of the apostle Paul was a constant conflict with self. He said, "I die daily." 1 Corinthians 15:31.
His will and his desires every day conflicted with duty and the will of God. Instead of following 
inclination, he did God's will, however crucifying to his nature.    

Romans 7:7   
What shall we say then? is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I 
had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.  

Letter 48, 1894.6
Many things are registered as sins in the book of heaven which men do not call sin. Selfishness and 
covetousness are at the foundation of all sins, and yet many are not convicted of the sin of 
selfishness, because it is a part of their nature, and they do not listen to the reprovings of the Holy 
Spirit.   {  

Manuscript 2, 1900.4
The sinner measures himself by himself and by those who, like himself are sinners. He does not 
look at the purity and holiness of Christ.   But when the law of God brings conviction to his heart, he 
says with Paul, “I was alive without the law once; but when the commandment came, sin revived, 
and I died.   And the commandment, which was ordained unto life, I found to be unto death.” 
[Romans 7:9, 10.] “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay; I had not known sin but 
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by the law; for I had not known lust except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. ... Wherefore the 
law is holy and the commandment holy, and just, and good.”     

Acts Of The Apostles 424.1
What the hands may do or the tongue may utter--what the outer life reveals--but imperfectly shows 
man's moral character. The law searches his thoughts, motives, and purposes. The dark passions 
that lie hidden from the sight of men, the jealousy, hatred, lust, and ambition, the evil deeds 
meditated upon in the dark recesses of the soul, yet never executed for want of opportunity--all 
these God's law condemns.   

5 Testimonies 177.1
An impure thought tolerated, an unholy desire cherished, and the soul is contaminated, its integrity 
compromised. "Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death." If we would not commit sin, we must shun its very beginnings. Every emotion 
and desire must be held in subjection to reason and conscience. Every unholy thought must be 
instantly repelled. To your closet, followers of Christ. Pray in faith and with all the heart. Satan is watching 
to ensnare your feet. You must have help from above if you would escape his devices.    

2 Mind Character And Personality 516.2
 If we serve sin, we cannot serve Christ. The Christian will feel the promptings of sin, for the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit; but the Spirit striveth against the flesh, keeping up a constant warfare. 
Here is where Christ's help is needed. Human weakness becomes united to divine strength, and faith 
exclaims, "Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Corinthians 
15:57)!--RH, May 3, 1881. (SL 92, 93.)     

 James 1:13   
Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man:  14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed. 15Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death.  

  
Acts Of The Apostles 561.1

None of the apostles and prophets ever claimed to be without sin. Men who have lived the nearest to God,
men who would sacrifice life itself rather than knowingly commit a wrong act, men whom God has honored 
with divine light and power, have confessed the sinfulness of their nature. They have put no confidence 
in the flesh, have claimed no righteousness of their own, but have trusted wholly in the righteousness of 
Christ.    

Romans 3:23   
For all have sinned, and come short (Greek: are coming short, ongoing) of the glory of God;  

Ex 33:18   
And he said, I beseech thee, show me thy glory. 19And he said, I will make all my goodness pass 
before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; and will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.  

Ex 34:6
And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,   7Keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear [the guilty]; visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the 
fourth generation.
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Review And Herald, November 3, 1896.2
 It is his righteous character that constitutes the glory of God;   {SW Oct 25, 1904}  (Unable to find this 
statement in Southern Watchman)

Review And Herald, February 4, 1890.1
We have only glimmering light in regard to the exceeding breadth of the law of God. The law spoken from 
Sinai is a transcript of God's character.  

Christ Object Lessons 315.1
God requires perfection of His children. His law is a transcript of His own character, and it is the 
standard of all character. This infinite standard is presented to all that there may be no mistake in 
regard to the kind of people whom God will have to compose His kingdom. The life of Christ on earth 
was a perfect expression of God's law, and when those who claim to be children of God become Christlike in
character, they will be obedient to God's commandments. Then the Lord can trust them to be of the number 
who shall compose the family of heaven. Clothed in the glorious apparel of Christ's righteousness, they have
a place at the King's feast. They have a right to join the blood-washed throng.    

7 Bible Commentary 979.4
To give glory to God is to reveal His character in our own, and thus make Him known. And in 
whatever way we make known the Father or the Son, we glorify God.  (MS 16, 1890).  

Mount Of Blessing 55.1
Jesus proceeded to show His hearers what it means to keep the commandments of God--that it is a 
reproduction in themselves of the character of Christ. For in Him, God was daily made manifest before 
them.   

Sanctified Life 81.1
 But he who is truly seeking for holiness of heart and life delights in the law of God, and mourns only
that he falls so far short of meeting its requirements.    

Sanctified Life 7.2
Those who are really seeking to perfect Christian character will never indulge the thought that they 
are sinless. Their lives may be irreproachable, they may be living representatives of the truth which 
they have accepted; but the more they discipline their minds to dwell upon the character of Christ, 
and the nearer they approach to His divine image, the more clearly will they discern its spotless 
perfection, and the more deeply will they feel their own defects.     

6 Testimonies 59.3
Show that the life of Christ reveals an infinitely perfect character. Teach that "as many as received Him, 
to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.'' John 1:12. Tell 
it over and over again. We may become the sons of God, members of the royal family, children of the 
heavenly King. Let it be known that all who accept Jesus Christ and hold the beginning of their confidence 
firm to the end will be heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ "to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.'' 1 Peter 1:4, 5.  

5 Testimonies 739.1
In His nobility of character, in His mercy and tender pity, in His love and goodness, He stands before 
us as the embodiment of divine perfection, the image of the invisible God.    

Man, weighed against God's holy law, is found wanting.  {HP 156.5} 
Jesus makes up for our unavoidable deficiencies.  {3SM 196.1}  
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